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Good afternoon Senator Dutremble, Representative Shaw and members of the Inland 

Fisheries and Wildlife Committee. I am Jim Connolly, Wildlife Division Director at the 

Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, speaking in opposition to L.D. 143. 

 

L.D. 477 directs the commissioner to establish an open season for wild turkeys during 

October with no bag limit. 

 

The department is opposed to this bill because it does not allow the department to 

manage the wild turkey population in Maine based on biological principles and sound 

science.  The department is aware of the Legislature’s desire to expand turkey hunting to 

provide additional hunting opportunity, control the turkey population and help address 

nuisance issues. Under this bill the department would not be allowed to establish or vary 

the bag limit for turkeys within Wildlife Management Districts based on population 

information.  This bill mandates an approach across the state that is excessive and 

prohibits adjustments based on changes in the turkey population. The department would 

suggest that by implementing the Turkey Working Group’s recommendations through 

rule-making we can provide additional turkey hunting opportunity and an increased 

harvest while retaining the tools necessary for the department to manage wild turkeys. 

 

I would be glad to answer any questions at this time or during the work session. 


